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not suit us in the country.—At any rate write to me.    I will attend you in the north, when I .shall know where to find you. ' 1 am,
'My dear Uoswell,
' Your sincerely
' Obedient humble servant, 'August 2ist, 1773-'                                          ' KLIHANK.'
The letter to Dr. Johnson was in these words:—
'DEAR SIR,
'I was to have kissed your hands at Edinburgh, the moment I heard of you; but you was gone,
'I hope my friend lioswell will inform me of your motions. It will be cruel to deprive me an instant of the honour of attending you. As I value you more than any King in Christendom, I will perform that duty with infinitely greater alacrity than any courtier. I can contribute but little to your entertainment; but, my sincere esteem for you gives me some title to the opportunity of expressing it.
'I dare say you are by this time sensible that things arc pretty much the same as when JHichanan complained of being born snfa et secithi inerudilo. Let me hear of you, and be persuaded that none of your admirers is more, sincerely devoted to you, than,
' I )oar Sir,
' Your most obedient,
'And jno.st humble servant,
'KM1IA.NK.'
Dr. Johnson, on the following Tuesday, answered for both of us, thus:—
' MY LORD,
'On the rugged shore of Skic, T had the honour oC your Lordship's letter, and can with great truth deelare, that no place is so gloomy but that it would be cheered by such a testimony of regard, from a mind so well qualified to estimate characters, and to deal out approbation in its duo proportions. If I have more lhan my share, it is your Lordship's fault; for I have always reverenced your judgment too much, to exalt myself in your presence by any false pretensions,
'Mr. lioswell and I arc at present at the disposal of the winds, and therefore cannot fix the time at which we shall have the honour of seeing your lordship. But we should either of us think
ourselves. 16.
